Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 

Message Text 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

PAGE 01 A LEX AN 00651 201448Z 
ACTION NEA- 10 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-00 EB-07 CIAE-00 COME-00 DODE-00 
DOTE-00 FMC-01 INR-07 NSAE-00 CG-00 DLOS-09 
OES-07 AGRE-00 AID-05 IGA-02 SSM-03 L-03 EUR- 12 
PA-01 USIA-06 PRS-01 SP-02 EA-07 10-13 /097 W 

129589 202155Z/61 

R201348Z lUL 77 
FM AMCONSUL ALEXANDRIA 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 0967 
INFO AMEMBASSY CAIRO 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE ALEXANDRIA 065 1 

E.O. 11652: NA 

TAGS: EWWT, EAID, EG 

SUBJECT: ALEXANDRIA PORT OPERATIONS 

REE: ALEXANDRIA 0632 

1 . SURVEY OF SILOS AND ADJACENT PIERS ON MORNING OF 20 JULY SHOW 
LESS TRUCKING ACTIVITY AT MOST PIERS, BUT WITHOUT NOTICEABLE 
INCREASE OF BACKLOG IN WAITING GRAIN SHIPMENTS. THIS DUE 
PRIMARILY TO TYPE OF SHIPS PRESENTLY UNLOADING AND TYPE OF CARGO. 

WE DO NOT INTEND CONTINUE DAILY SITREPS UNLESS MAJOR GRAIN-HANDLING 
PROBLEMS ARISE AGAIN. 

2. HOWEVER, WE DO WISH PUT ON RECORD ONE NEWLY DISCOVERED ASPECT 
OF GRAIN TRANSPORT PROBLEM. WE LEARN EROM KNOWLEDGEABLE SOURCES 
THAT PRIVATE TRUCK OWNERS ARE BEING URGED ASSIST IN REMOVAL OF 
GRAIN FROM DOCKS, IN ABSENCE SUEFICIENT MINISTRY OE TRANSPORT 
OWNED OR CHARTERED TRUCKS. BUT PRIVATE TRUCKERS ON ARRIVAL AT 
PORT MUST PAY TWENTY POUNDS (FORTY DOLLARS) "ENTRANCE EEE". TO 
RECOUP THIS EXPENSE, TRUCKERS ARE GROSSLY OVERLOADING THEIR VEHICLES 
(EVEN BY FRIGHTENINGLY LAX LOCAL STANDARDS). SO ENTERPRISING PORT 
CLERKS ARE NOW DEMANDING FROM EXITING TRUCKS "OVERLOAD FEES". 
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3. ONE OTHER ELEMENT OF "GRAIN MOUNTAIN" PROBLEM IS HIGHLIGHTED 

NOT ONLY BY ARRIVAL IN LAST FEW DAYS OF AN ESTIMATED 50,000 TONS 

OF GRAIN FROM CANADA (REFTEL), BUT SS RIMBA SEPETIR, MALAYSIAN FLAG, 

ARRIVED 18 JULY WITH 33,000 TONS OE AUSTRALIAN GRAIN. SINCE 

PROGRAMMED 1.7 MILLION TONS US GRAIN AVERAGES ALMOST 

5,000 TONS PER DAY THIS FISCAL YEAR, ALLEGEDLY MAXIMUM MINTRANSPORT 
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CAN MOVE FROM PIERS DAILY, WE CAN SEE WHERE OVERLOAD COULD BUILD 
UP HOWEVER CAREFULLY WE SCHEDULE PL-480 IMPORTS. 

CHASE 
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